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affordable boat

o!Ythene roiomoufded boats

we not a new cooceot. they
flave been around since the

1970s that I knGw Gf. They
nave a loyal follO\'Vingbecause
of their iflcIestructibl& natue and

because they are so easy to use. The Rigil!ex is
made by the JeaMeau yPCht group as a tender
for their big yachts. but it haS~ found favour
witfllocal aulhotitles because it lends itself to
rough h~ For anyone looking for a sman,
easy to use. mainteoaoca 1iee. little boat to mess
about in estuaries. io use as a tender or for the
childI'en to be able to play with and not damage,
offers an alternati\1e.
Itook ooe out, powered by a Yamaha Shp

outboard. and spent a pleasant lime fty fisning
for bass in the Solent. Unfortunately the bass

did not obOge. bul1hen it was a little early in the
year and still cold. The boat, though. surprised
me wnh her nippy nature and the stability she
displayed. I could move about freely and the

boat, Whilst nor rock solid. yoo wOUldn't expect
a Iit'Je boat h'ke this to be, was very tolerant 0-

the shift in weight. Standing up to cast on the
sheltered water, whilst not 0 be recommended
in any smaB boat (my father always used to tell

me "never stand up in the boat" when we were
in a small boat), she felt secure and sure-footed.

The wide rounded chines providing ample
buoyancy to withstand the movement.

Under way the little boat behaved herself.

Whilst she was very light on the helm and even
shifting my seating position had her swinging
<NIay from my course, the lightest touch on the
tiller had her back again. Putting her into a tum

showed the--lJenefit of those rounded chines,
the buoyancy providad redUGed the heel and

she was as secure in a tlght1um as she was
going ahead. I only tiael tfte ferry "lash to try
her in aIr>f kind of wave and She bobbed oVf?r
the small waves with a degree of sploohing
coming from the bow as she pushed the wave

a ay riding over it.
One cannot pretend hat tt]lS is a boat for

rough water. but her unsinkable nature means
that even with a fully flooded cockpit she will
remain ailoa . When Ifirst jumRed in there

was a fair brt of rain water in the bottom from
overrughl. Once Igot her golng fast enough
to have the bung outlet above the wateriine I
removed the expandab!e bung and she drained
herself dry. A fully flooded boat should be bailed
lirst. but yoo can get the boat virtually b<nl dry
by draining er Mur.de"Nay.

She fairly nipped along too. That 8hp motor
saw her gEl up 0 16 knots, admittedly with only
me aboard but that brings me neally to another

remar1<ab!eface' 0 this rather ugly ducl<ling.
Believe it or not this boa has a CE rating of

CategoryC for ee adults. or category 0 for
no fewer than six. 'It v-Iould be a bit of a tight
squeeze for six. but to ferry a crew out to 1he
boa on a moomg that is ideal.

This is only a quick look, but for a complete
package at thi;; prica, there is a lot going
-or .. provided you don' VlOrrY about looks
oomuch .•
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